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SELF CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS
Purpose of this Standard

Positive Pressure Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) is designed and provided to insure that personnel breathe quality, contaminant-free air where the ambient atmosphere is deemed hazardous to health.  The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for its use in accordance with the department’s ability to adhere to acceptable standards of Fire Fighter Safety.

1. Operating Guidelines

A. No personnel operating or working at any incident shall breathe either smoke or other by-products of combustion, or the vapors or particulate matter given off from any material.

B. No personnel shall enter the confines of a structure involved in fire or other situation producing a toxic or oxygen deficient atmosphere without properly operated SCBA and an activated PASS device.  Such conditions shall be considered immediately dangerous to life & health (IDLH).

C. Personnel required to wear SCBA shall at no time enter an IDLH area singularly, but shall at all times utilize the “Buddy” system of teams of two (2) or more personnel.

1) Specifically, each team member shall be responsible to maintain crew integrity, and provide other teams members with assistance; observe other team members for chemical, heat or other hazardous exposure; periodically check the integrity of members’ PPE; and notify COMMAND in the event of an emergency.

2) A team leader shall be designated for each team and all personnel assigned to a team shall at all times maintain direct visual contact with all other assigned members.  The team leader shall be ultimately responsible for maintaining crew integrity under all conditions.

3) Team members shall at no time be out of sight of any other assigned team members for any reason including exiting the building for air or other assignments.

D. SCBA shall not be removed as long as respiratory hazards exist.  Examples of respiratory hazards include, but are not limited to: smoke or other by-products of combustion, vapors, particle matter, or oxygen deficient atmospheres.  Removal of SCBA shall not be permitted during the overhaul stage of interior structural fire fighting until atmospheric levels have been monitored and deemed safe by the Incident Commander.

E. When SCBAs are removed they shall not be dropped or left in any location where they may be subjected to damage.

2. Exceptions

A. The use of SCBA at brush fires shall be at the discretion of the Incident Commander.

B. A 60-minute bottle is available and is designed for use during hazardous materials incidents, confined space rescues, etc.  Its use shall be restricted to such special operations and then only by specific direction of the Incident Commander.  Upon such direction the Incident Commander shall request the response of the On-Duty Safety Officer.
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