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Bomb Threat Policy

PURPOSE OF THIS STANDARD

To establish a policy and procedure governing the handling of bomb threats.

1. When a report of a bomb threat is received, an immediate dispatch of apparatus and the Battalion Chief is to be made.  Apparatus responding to a bomb threat call are to run NO lights or siren, and obey all traffic laws.

2. The apparatus and personnel will place themselves responding and remain radio silent at distances less 1000 feet from the incident.  This includes high band and 800 MHz radios, as well as cellular and mobile phones.  Apparatus approaching the scene are to report “on location” upon reaching the staging area.

3. Radio silence shall not be lifted until the Dispatch Center or Incident Commander receives an “all clear” from Law Enforcement personnel and advises all Fire/Rescue units/personnel of such on the VHF frequency.

4. At all bomb threats the police are in charge until such time as an explosion or fire occurs.

5. The members of Horry County Fire/Rescue are not trained in bomb recognition or disarmament and as such will not assist in the bomb search.

6. Apparatus and personnel responding in POV’s are to stage at least 1000 feet away.  The company officer on the first arriving unit shall identify the staging area and relay that location to the Dispatch Center and all responding units.  On repeat calls to the same location, do not stage in the same area every time.

7. If an explosion takes place:

a. The first priority shall be to determine scene and structural conditions and to ensure that secondary devices do not exist.

b. The second priority shall be the rescue and/or movement of any persons from the immediate area of the explosion.

c. After this, a defensive attack will be initiated due to the possibility of additional explosive devices that may have been placed, or explosives that may have failed to detonate.  Effective extinguishment can be done without undue risk to protect exposures and secure all utilities.  Scene security is vitally important, not only for safety during the emergency, but also for the investigation that will follow.  Therefore, have the police set up tight security.

d. Overhaul shall not begin until the building/area is cleared by Law Enforcement for other devices.  Once overhaul begins, use extreme caution to disturb as little as possible, and get assistance from the bomb squad if anything suspect is discovered.
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