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Horry County Fire Rescue Reminds Residents to Change Their Batteries This Weekend

Conway, S.C. (Friday, March 11, 2011, 8:45 a.m.) – As residents remember to change their clocks ahead to daylight savings time on Sunday, March 13, 2010, Horry County Fire Rescue reminds you to change the batteries in your smoke alarms.
Changing smoke alarm batteries every six months is one of the simplest, most effective ways to reduce tragic fire deaths and injuries. In fact, a working smoke alarm doubles the survival rate of fires that occur in the home.

According to the National Fire Protection Association 20 percent of homes in the United States do not have a working smoke alarm, mostly due to dead or missing batteries. Therefore, over 25 million homes are even more at risk of facing a deadly home fire. Sadly, about 540 children ages 14 and under die each year from a home fire.

“By taking a few seconds to change the batteries, test your detectors, and plan your escape route, your family’s life may be saved because smoke detectors are life protectors,” stated Kathy Rowell, public education officer, Horry County Fire Rescue.
Anyone living in residences constructed after July 1, 1995 must be aware that their smoke detectors should be hard-wired, battery-backup, interconnected smoke detectors (as required by code). That means that they, too, need to have the batteries changed twice a year. If the batteries in these units haven’t been changed and one battery begins to fail it will cause not only that unit, but every detector to sound.


Other maintenance tips include:

· Monthly Testing of all Detectors

· Cleaning, Dusting, Vacuuming the Unit to Prevent Buildup which could cause it to become non-operational

· If you hear a chirping sound, IMMEDIATELY change the Battery.

· If your hard-wired unit begins to chirp, the entire unit needs replacing.
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Along with having an operational smoke detector, you MUST know how to exit your home in the event of fire. Practice home fire drills and be sure to have a designated meeting place.

For more information on how you can protect you and your family from fire contact Kathy Rowell at 843.915.5190 or visit www.horrycountyfirerescue.com.
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Horry County Fire Rescue is a combination career and volunteer department, with more than 275 full-time employees and 200 volunteers. Tasked with fire protection to the unincorporated areas of Horry County and emergency medical care for the entire county, Horry County Fire Rescue covers over 1134 square miles, making it the largest company east of the Mississippi
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