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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

Contact: Leslie M. Yancey, yanceyl@horrycounty.org
Phone:  843.915.5190

 

SAFER Grant Awarded to Horry County Fire Rescue
Conway, S.C. (Wednesday, March 16, 2011, 9:15 a.m.) –  Horry County Fire Rescue announced that it has been awarded a $377,125.00  grant, under the Fiscal Year 2010 Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER), from the Federal Government. The SAFER grant is administered by the Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency along with the U.S. Fire Administration. 

Funding from this grant will be used to hire a volunteer recruitment and retention coordinator for the Department, as well as cover the costs associated new hire physicals and outfitting of 50 additional volunteer personnel over a four-year period.
“First response to emergencies is a necessary in our line of work, and our volunteer firefighters do an outstanding job. During these tough economic times, we need to ensure that our fire stations are adequately staffed and equipped to respond to emergencies,” said Garry Alderman, fire chief of Horry County Fire Rescue. “This SAFER grant will allow our department to recruit more volunteer firefighters and improve the emergency response capabilities so we can continue to protect the citizens of Horry County.”
SAFER grants are administered to enhance the ability of grantees to attain and maintain 24-hour staffing and to assure that their communities have adequate protection from fire and fire-related hazards.  The objective of the Recruitment and Retention of Volunteer Firefighters activity is to create a more favorable working environment for volunteer firefighters.  The primary focus of this activity is to enlist and/or retain volunteer firefighters who are trained in the operations of firefighting and emergency response.
###

 

Horry County Fire Rescue is a combination career and volunteer department, with more than 275 full-time employees and 200 volunteers. Tasked with fire protection to the unincorporated areas of Horry County and emergency medical care for the entire county, Horry County Fire Rescue covers over 1134 square miles, making it the largest company east of the Mississippi
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“Primum Non Nocre”                                                                                          
“Primum Non Nocre”                                                                                          “Teach me that others may live.”


