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Horry County Fire Rescue Urges Residents to be Safe 
this July 4th Weekend
Conway, S.C. (Wednesday, June 29, 2011, 9:00 a.m.) – Every Fourth of July, millions of Americans celebrate Independence Day with the lighting of fireworks. Horry County Fire Rescue urges residents to take the necessary precautions if participating in these types of events.
According to the United States Fire Administration and the National Fire Protection Association, more than 8,600 Americans are injured by fireworks, with 73% occurring between June 18th and July 18th. Children 15 and younger made up for 40% of the estimated injuries. In 2009, more than 18,000 fires were caused by fireworks, with $38 million in direct property loss.
“We really encourage the residents of Horry County to attend public fireworks displays and leave the fireworks to the experts,” stated Kenny Todd, battalion chief, Horry County Fire Rescue and resident state fire marshal.  “Considering the extremely dry conditions we are facing in this county, it is easier for grass and brush fires to start and spread more rapidly.  Please be mindful of these conditions that we are facing and help protect our community.”
Should residents choose to engage in this dangerous activity, first make sure they are legal in the area. Certain municipalities and unincorporated areas of Horry County do not allow individuals to ignite fireworks.  Be familiar with local laws regarding firework discharging.  
In addition, follow these safety tips:  
· Never ignite fireworks indoors or near dry grass.
· Always have a container of water and/or a fire extinguisher nearby.  Know how to operate the extinguisher properly.
· Do not wear loose clothing while using fireworks.
· Stand several feet away from lit fireworks.  If a device does not go off, do not stand over to investigate it.  Put it out with water and dispose of it.
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· Always read the directions and warning labels on fireworks.  If a device is not marked with contents, directions and a warning label, do not ignite it.

· Supervise children around fireworks at all times.
This holiday weekend should be a time for fun and making memories.  Remember the best way to protect your family is not to use fireworks at home…leave it to the professionals.
For more information on Horry County Fire Rescue contact 843.915.5190 or visit www.horrycountyfirerescue.com.  
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Horry County Fire Rescue is a combination career and volunteer department, with more than 330 full-time employees and 215 volunteers. Tasked with fire protection to the unincorporated areas of Horry County and emergency medical care for the entire county, Horry County Fire Rescue covers over 1134 square miles, making it the largest company east of the Mississippi.
Phone:   (843) 915-5190


  Fax:     (843) 915-6190








Horry County Fire/Rescue


2560 North Main Street, Suite 2


         Conway, South Carolina 29526











“Primum Non Nocre”                                                                                          
“Primum Non Nocre”                                                                                          “Teach me that others may live.”


